
Best Practices of Research
NLA Research Committee at the University of Northern Iowa

 Future of the Nonprofit Sector
-The critical role research plays in shaping 

organizations.
 Legal and Ethical Decision Making

-Regulations and professional standards that govern 
nonprofit sector operations, such as research 
involving human participants.

Student Activities Student Outcomes

Project/Activity Impact

Project Outcomes

Project Goals/Objectives

Competencies Addressed

 To educate students about research in the workplace 
with hands-on experience. 

 To make a difference in the community by partnering 
with local organizations. 

 AMI Poster Presentations.
 Presenting before the Board of Directors of the 

organization that we work with. 
 Enhanced knowledge of a topic that affects our 

community.
 Research results and reports that help the 

community and the organization.

 Learn about the research process from a hands-on 
perspective.

 Network and learn about working with local 
partner organizations.

 Opportunities to present in a professional setting.

1. Request for Proposal (RFP) for research projects 
from local organizations.

2. Meet with contact person for each agency and a 
UNI NLA faculty advisor to make sure that each 
project aligns with the goals of both the agency 
and NLA.

3. Research questions developed.
4. Planning and implementation of research 

methods, including focus groups, surveys, etc. 
5. Institutional Review Board (IRB) training and 

certification for Human Participants research.
6. IRB approval process completed.
7. Collect and analyze the data results.
8. Application to the Intercollegiate Academics Fund 

(IAF) at UNI for funding for research to be 
presented at AMI.

9. Develop posters and presentations.
10. Share results and posters with partner agencies.
11. Submit articles about this year’s projects to be 

published in an undergraduate research journal.  
This is a new goal this year and one we hope to 
continue from year to year. 

We learn networking and about the importance of 
research to an organization from partnering with 
professionals and organizations in our local community. 
Students gain hands-on experience to better prepare 
them for the future. 


